
1. Talk about the things you did in Barcelona? Places you worked, studied, research etc.  
 
I was in Barcelona living at Jiwar Creation and Society Residency.  I was there for the month of March 
living in the beautiful district Gracia.  The residency was recently renovated where I lived in a 
studio/apartment.  It was a typical Spanish villa type building with lovely accommodating hosts.  
Unfortunately they had a cancellation for the month I was there so I had the place to myself.  My host 
was well connected introducing me to other residencies, artists & suggesting galleries.  I was 
productive in the studio painting, as well as taking photos. 
   
There was a real carefree, relaxed atmosphere in Barcelona, my time was spent exploring, sketching 
on the street, enjoying paella & any Spanish festivities!   
I was really inspired by the colours of the buildings contrasting with graffiti & windy alleys of the 
gothic district. The streets, walls, doors, windows were like a canvas for the anonymous artist/city to 
progressively build layers of colours and text into natural, public visual displays. Over time these 
surfaces corrode revealing a natural surface and balance between old and new.  Stickers, graffiti, 
posters, stencils and tags are all signs of the chaotic urban life. My interest has been to photograph & 
document fragments of these urban canvases. My curiosity is in the organic colours & expressive 
marks that reflect urban art and the cities landscape.  These themes reflected in the paintings I 
created, transforming old B&W female beauty images with patterns & imagery from my surroundings.   
 
2. What was a highlight of your experience in Barcelona? 
 
The highlight was the studio visits and people I met.  I met local artists, visited their studios and 
chatted to the founders of Estudio Nomada residency.  I loved visiting these communities of artists, 
seeing such a buzzing atmosphere.  I also loved the gallery scene in Barcelona, some of my favourite 
galleries and artworks I saw were young venues with emerging, accessible art.   
 
Everyone was so welcoming and my host was so friendly.  We held a pop up exhibition at the end of 
my stay in the garden followed by a Spanish lunch.  I was always kept up to date of local events 
whether it was onion festivals, street dances, firework show, protests or human pyramids all 
happening in the streets below the residency.   
 
The most inspiring artist to meet was Alejandro DeCinti.  I was invited into his home to meet his 
family, see his studio and visit his art school.  It was great for him to take the time to talk, give advice 
and share his work with me.  His realist technique combined with abstract techniques really captured 
my attention.      
 
3. Talk about the things you are (or will be doing?) in Berlin. Again, places you'll visit and work, 
research etc.  
 
I arrived in Berlin in April and the residency at Takt was scheduled for 3 months.  It was a huge change 
to Barcelona; the residency had 4 locations with 15 artists in residence.  I was living in the main 
location in a large live in studio with 5 other people and the resident gallery.  It was such a buzzing 
community of artists from all around the world all with the same aim...to view, talk & create as much 
art as possible in 3 months.  The residency included weekly studio visits and critiques with a professor 
from USA.  We all presented, critiqued, gave advice and worked hard in the studio. 
To celebrate the end of the residency there was a group exhibition that showcased what everyone had 
created during the 3 month term.    
 
They say that there’s something in the Berlin air, once you arrive you can’t leave.  I was meant to head 
to Sweden in July however cancelled this trip to stay in Berlin. 
 
 
 



4. What has been a highlight of being in Germany? 
 
My highlight was the project The Cellar Gallery that came so unexpected.  Since I had been away from 
home and travelling with my partner since January, by July we were running low on cash.  With my 
terrible German I got a cafe job around the corner from the residency.  After talking to the owner 
about why I am here, for some reason he saw some kind of motivation/inspiration in me and my 
partner to collaborate in his venue.  In one month we transformed his cellar into an exhibition/event 
space.  I was lucky to have the support from all the residents to help clean, transform and install the 
first exhibition.  They say, if you have an idea anything will work in Berlin, anything goes. 
In three months we had hosted 10 exhibitions, 5 theatre shows, 7 musicians with 40 artists exhibited.  
The space challenged the idea of a traditional gallery; it was dirty, grungy and underground, it was 
Berlin.  It was an event space to view artwork, musicians, video, theatre, artist talks & live art.   
Berlin proves anything is possible; a great place to test any ideas with low cost, minimal regulations, 
laws, liquor licensing costs and no smoking bans!  There is an artist community ready to explode. 
Berlin is full of opportunities if you are happy to be in a city overpopulated with artists.  The 
competition is high but inspiration & encouragement from peers keeps everyone supported. 
 
Other highlights include general culture differences.  Berlin has so much history and story behind it.  I 
don’t think you can truly understand until you visit the sites, see the difference between east and 
west, and talk to the locals.  It’s another world with the underground punk scene, abandoned 
buildings, left wing protests & generous government handouts.  It’s surprising to meet anyone who 
ISN’T in the creative industry!  There are off beat walking street art tours which show some of the 
world’s best street art, community run projects, squatters and art galleries.     
 
5. What are your other plans for the rest of this year and 2014?  
 
For the rest of this year I am focussing on my own paintings.  I don’t currently have a studio so I am 
focussing on small scale experimentations.   
I also currently working as a gallery assistant for AJLart.  It’s a great experience; she is a powerhouse in 
the Berlin art gallery scene.  I am meeting some amazing artists and learning more and more about 
behind the scene gallery management & artist representation.  
 
2014-  This experience has made me appreciate Australia even more!  We are so lucky for our way of 
living, economy, wage costs, value of artwork and labour.  Also language....German is a HARD language 
to learn!  So I will be heading home sometime in 2014, my suitcase is full of artwork, inspiration and 
motivation to make things happen!   
 
 
6. How have these experiences enriched, influenced or changed your art practice looking into the 
future? 
 
These experiences have been unbelievable!  When I look back on the year, where I have been, who I 
have met and what I have achieved I am super proud!  ....I don’t want it to end yet!  It has influenced 
me to keep going experiencing other sectors in the visual art world whether its gallery, residency or 
teaching.   
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